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PEOPLES SUSTAINABILITY MANIFESTO 

For Action Beyond RIO+20, June 2012 
 

DECLARATION 
 
Humankind faces multiple and daunting crises that are more than likely to confront and impact 
billions of people in the decades to come.  In addition, research is showing us that our actions are 
very likely going to cause us to transgress multiple planetary thresholds and boundaries.  Despite 
this, governments at Rio+20 are missing yet another opportunity to formulate an effective response 
to these crises.  Indeed, since 1992, there has been a retrogression in the consensus that was 
reached at the Earth Summit—and reflected in such principles as burden sharing, articulation of 
rights, mobilization of support, and protection of the vulnerable.  Repeated attempts to revive this 
consensus—at Johannesburg in 2002, Bali in 2007, Copenhagen in 2009, and now Rio de Janeiro in 
2012—have come up empty handed, thus thwarting efforts to build upon it.  Despite unprecedented 
growth in the global economy since 1992, governments are trapped in making insatiable demands 
for still more unsustainable growth and rising inequity to remedy problems that economic 
globalization itself has caused. 
 
We, the signatories to this Manifesto, refuse to sit idly by in the face of another failure of 
governments to provide hope for a sustainable future for all. We announce our responsibility for 
undertaking actions, inviting and encourage similar actions and commitments by other rightsholders 
and stakeholders, communicating a vision for healthy communities, sustainable and equitable 
human well-being and its associated strategies, and coming together in the form of a global citizen’s 
movement to shepherd the transition to a sustainable, equitable, and democratic future. These 
would come together in the form of a global citizen’s movement to shepherd the transition to a 
sustainable, equitable, and democratic future, one in which ethics is both a right and a 
responsibility—at the level of the individual, the community and the planet. 
 
We pledge ourselves to: 
 
Equity is the overarching demand from the civil society world, and must be the foundation of the 
collective global response. We call for equity within generations, equity across generations, and 
equity between humans and nature.  For this we need to revert back to making individual and 
societal decisions based on equity and ecological factors and not merely on monetary factors. A 
different sort of economics, a new approach to learning-education as a process, a revised 
understanding of ethics and of spirituality then become the ways in which we can work toward a 
more Equitable society; one that recognizes our integral relationship with the natural world 
 
Localizing our systems of economies, decentralizing governance, and advancing sustainable lifestyles 
and livelihoods becomes the new social order of sustainable societies. Localism is the theme 
emerging across the board which is linked to the principles of devolution, of decentralization and of 
subsidiarity, turning localism into a world-wide movement becomes the key to unpacking many of 
the complexities we face, whether in the case of sustainable consumption and production or in the 
case of radical ecological democracy. Protecting the rights of Mother Earth and of humans, 
transforming our governance systems through radical ecological democracy, respecting cultural 
diversity, and strengthening sustainable economies is the way towards sustainable futures for all. It 
is thus essential that we create a more effective, responsible and democratic system of global 
governance 
 
A Global Citizens Movement is the collective response towards transitioning to a sustainable world. 
All sections of society must thrive to converge upon their visions and convictions and find common 
ground for collective action that can bring about the transformation required to ensure the 
wellbeing of all on the planet—humans as well as nature. Such a global citizens movement would 
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catalyze for a peaceful and prosperous new world that generates widespread happiness and 
contentment – thus propagating widespread practices of mindful intentional action. For this, a new 
sense of ethics, values and spirituality must be seeded within current and future generations 
through a redesigned system of learning, education and enlightenment. 
 
Under these circumstances, this manifesto calls for action that helps us move simultaneously toward 
a more localized socio-economic structure and toward a supra-national mindset that helps us 
transcend the parochial concerns of a corporate-capitalistic globalization.  We must work to activate 
a global citizens movement that will move us rapidly into a great transition toward authentic 
ecological sustainability and socio-economic equity in a manner that recognizes our inter-
relationships with Mother Earth. 
 

VISION 
 
Time for the Sustainability Transition - navigating our planetary phase 
Humanity has arrived at the planetary phase of civilization. This is reflected in a level of self-
awareness of global interdependence as well as the peril of transgressing planetary boundaries.  This 
awareness and sense of stewardship may well enable the radical transformations required in 
economic, political, and cognitive systems for ensuring sustainability. The Sustainability Transition 
envisions a profound transformation in world-views and values, a transformation towards human 
solidarity, understanding of our place in nature and affinity towards other species, and a dramatic 
re-emphasis on a decent quality-of-life for all of Earth’s inhabitants. 
 
Equity: The Foundation of a Sustainable Society 
We call for an unequivocal commitment to a holistic form of Equity, based on a shared vision of 
ethics, spirituality, and intentional mindfulness, as the foundation for building a different sort of 
economics, a new approach to education as a human right, and an improved and redesigned 
institutional framework. Equity is the foundation on which institutional structures, governance, 
economic arrangements, and technological choices must be built. Without an agreement on this 
foundation of Equity, it is foolish, futile, and dangerous to attempt to build the superstructure. 
 
A New Social Order – the necessary governance architecture for a just and equitable society 
Our primary challenge is to recognize the legitimate, even necessary role of civil society and of a 
post-national citizenry, viewed as an integral part of a planetary system that expresses itself as a 
nested formation of global, regional and local phenomena. A crucial basis for this is radical forms of 
democracy in which each person and community has the right, power, and capacity to participate in 
decisions affecting their lives.  From within such a vision, we need to grow the processes of 
democratic global governance in a manner that implements the necessary transition toward 
planetary sustainability.  We endorse the principle of subsidiarity in the redesign of global 
governance institutions, including the institutional framework for a system of global economic 
governance, sustainable energy systems, cultural integrity and diversity, and measures to promote 
sustainable consumption and production.  Societal decisions should be no more global than they 
absolutely have to be, and should always be as local as they possibly can be. 
 
A New Ecological Order –honourable lifestyles and livelihoods that respect our planet 
The dominant model of development has failed to lift large sections of humanity out of poverty, 
achieve greater equity within and between nations, or protect the planetary bio-geo-chemical 
systems and natural landscapes.  We propose a radically different vision of human well-being, one 
that appreciates that humans are a part of nature, is in tune with nature’s processes, respects other 
species, promotes socio-economic equity amongst all people, enhances the cultural, material, 
economic, social, and political opportunities for all, empowers each person and community to take 
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part in decision-making affecting their lives, even as it leaves the natural world a better and much 
improved place. 
 
A New Economic Order - a system of sustainable economies 
The world comprises diverse economic systems, at many levels—not just the global economy, or the 
national economy, but a plethora of regional and local economies as well.  Any alternative economic 
system must promote such economic diversity instead of being enslaved to a globalized capitalistic-
corporate or state-dominated monolith.  Without an agreement on the shared visions of equity, 
plurality, and subsidiarity, the green economy will again become a means of justifying the 
unjustifiable excesses of the current system.  What is needed is a vision of a networked system of 
decentralized, community-based, sustainable economies in a diversity of settings, which stands on a 
foundation of ecological integrity, social accountability and an economically equitable distribution.  
A truly just and sustainable economic order will be one that increases or maintains the resilience of 
natural ecosystems, enhances the quality of life for all individuals, and creates a level of prosperity 
that allows all of humanity the opportunity to attain its full potential.  A New Economic Order will be 
one that leaves both humans and nature better off, in perpetuity. 
 

MANIFESTO 
 
Another world is possible! We commit to our transition toward increasingly sustainable futures on 
earth.   
  
The Peoples’ Sustainability Treaties identify a range of actions required to support the transition to a 
sustainable world. We resolve individually and collectively to undertake these commitments to 
action in our own personal and professional lives. 
 
We invite all stakeholders to join the campaign towards advancing a global citizens movement by 
endorsing the Peoples’ Sustainability Treaties, committing themselves to action, and crafting and 
proposing additional treaties. We resolve to come together to build such a movement, to support its 
evolution and progress, to made it both a cradle and a touchstone for values and actions that lead to 
a sustainable future. We call upon all to join this movement and make it a reality. 
 
Sharing a Vision 
We resolve to come together to share knowledge, experience, and information through a diversity 
of channels, social media, the educational system, scientific panels, conferences, and symposia, and 
print and electronic media. 
 
Undertaking Actions 
The Peoples’ Sustainability Treaties identify a range of actions required to support the transition to a 
sustainable world. We resolve individually and collectively to undertake these actions in our own 
personal and professional lives.  
 
Building A Global Citizens Movement 
We invite all citizens, including students, teachers, representatives of indigenous people and local 
communities, farmers, fishers, pastoralists, craftspersons, workers, participants of social 
movements, representatives of women’s organizations, civil society representatives, 
businesspersons, journalists, lawyers, physicians, parliamentarians, government officials, and 
politicians, to join the campaign towards advancing a global citizens movement by endorsing this 
Manifesto and its associated Peoples’ Sustainability Treaties, committing themselves to action, and 
crafting and proposing additional actions and treaties. We resolve to come together to build such a 
movement, to support its evolution and progress, to make it both a cradle and a touchstone for 
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values and actions that lead to a sustainable future. We call upon all ecologically and socially 
sensitive people in the world to join this movement and make it a reality.  
 
 

SIGNATORIES 
 
Signatories to this manifesto represent the sentiments and experienced thoughts of hundreds of civil 
society organizations consulted from around the world prior to Rio+20 who, with commitment, 
evolved the following fourteen Peoples’ Sustainability Treaties. 
 

i. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on the Rights of Mother Earth 
ii. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Ethical and Spiritual Values for Sustainable Development 
iii. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Radical Ecological Democracy  
iv. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Equity  
v. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Rights for Sustainability 

vi. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Consumption and Production,  
vii. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Sustainable Economies  

viii. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Sustainable Development Goals 
ix. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Sustainable Development Governance 
x. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Corporate Social Responsibility and Accountability 

xi. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Transitioning to a Zero Fossils World 
xii. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Environmental Education for Sustainable Societies and 

Global Responsibility 
xiii. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on Higher Education Towards Sustainable Development 
xiv. Peoples’ Sustainability Treaty on a Charter of Universal Responsibility. 

 
We are the signatories pledging to work together for a new world order as detailed in this 
manifesto; 
 
1. Uchita de Zoysa, Centre for Environment and Development 
2. Tariq Banuri, The Widening Circle  
3. Ashwani Vasishth, Center for Sustainability at Ramapo College of New Jersey 
4. Ashish Kothari, Kalpavriksh 
5. Sylvia Lorek, Sustainable Europe Research Institute 
6. Felix Dodds, Stakeholder Forum 
7. Leida Rinjhout, ANPED 
8. Denise Maria Gândara Alves, Planetary Network of Environmental Education for Sustainable 

Societies and Global Responsibility 
9. Moema Viezzer, Journey of Environmental Education for Sustainable Societies and Global 

Responsibility 
10. Rick Clugston, Earth Charter  
11. Herman Greene, Center for Ecozoic Societies 
12. Rob Wheeler, Global Ecovillage Network, Commons Action for the UN, & WTI  
13. Linda Sheehan, Earth Law Center 
14. Michael Narberhaus, Smart CSOs Lab 
15. Kim Carstensen, FairGreenSoutions 
16. Mohan Munasinghe, Munasinghe Institute for Development 
17. Veronika Kiss Idézet, CEEweb for Biodiversity 
18. Orion Kriegman, The Great Transition Initiative  
19. Philip Vergragt 
20. Gaston Meskens 
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21. Malu Freitas,  
22. Leonard Sonnenschein, World Aquarium & Conservation For The Oceans Foundation 
23. Yoram Krozer 
24. Maite Cortes 
25. Sara Hambleton 
26. Oscar Guzón 
27. Danielle Schami 
28. Ryan Flynn 
29. Janis Brizga 
30. Sergio E. Rosales-Wybo 
31. Rita Afonso 
32. Irene Morell Rodríguez 
33. Bettina Brohmann 
34. Derk Loorbach 
35. Barbara Ruthardt-horneber 
36. Dylan McGarry 
37. Jeffrey Barber 
38. Ing Jorge Berni 
39. Oksana Mont 
40. Susana Castro  
 
On-line Signatories 

41. Leonard Sonnenschein, World Aquarium & Conservation for the Oceans Foundation 
42. Yoram Krozer 
43. Maite Cortes 
44. sara hambleton 
45. Oscar GuzÃ³n 
46. Danielle Schami 
47. Ryan Flynn 
48. Leida Rijnhout 
49. Janis Brizga 
50. Sergio E. Rosales-Wybo 
51. Rita Afonso 
52. Irene Morell RodrÃguez 
53. Bettina Brohmann 
54. Derk Loorbach 
55. barbara ruthardt-horneber 
56. Dylan McGarry 
57. Jeffrey Barber 
58. Michael Narberhaus 
59. Ing Jorge Berni 
60. Oksana Mont 
61. Sylvia Lorek 
62. Susana Castro 
63. Ken Fisher 
64. simron singh 
65. John P. Cock 
66. Janice Ulangca 
67. R. Bruce Williams 
68. Jann McGuire 
69. Frank Knutson 
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70. Richard H. T. Alton 
71. Stephanie Pires 
72. Judith Lindblad 
73. Elinor Jane H Stock 
74. anne townley 
75. Alan Gammel 
76. Rigot VÃ©ronique 
77. Stella Joy Active Remedy Ltd 
78. Tolbert Thomas Jallah, Jr. 
79. Institute for Sustainable Development, Ethiopia 
80. STEFAN CABRERA 
81. Marinduque Council for Environmental Concerns (MaCEC) 
82. Cheryl Kartes 
83. Josh Brem-Wilson 
84. Michael D. May 
85. Christine Bullock 
86. Doris S. Hahn 
87. Megan Taylor 
88. Olive Slotta 
89. Raymond Richmond 
90. jean poole 
91. Don Cramer 
92. Don Cramer 
93. Bhawani Shanker Kusum 
94. Jana DlouhÃ¡ 
95. Barbara Gual 
96. Isobel Bishop 
97. Kimbowa Richard 
98. jose aylwin 
99. Joe W. Clift 
100. shani de zoysa 
101. StÃ©phane Caillaud 
102. Grupo EcolÃ³gico Sierra Gorda 
103. Molly Kurtz 
104. Bosque Sustentable A.C. 
105. Sierra Gorda Ecotours 
106. Centro Tierra Sierra Gorda 
107. Malick Gaye 
108. Jim Travers 
109. Juby Phillips 
110. Debra Harris-Watson 
111. mary m k hampton 
112. Stefano Giudici 
113. paolo pianta 
114. Semra Cerit 
115. Blase Sands 
116. Joan Knutson 
117. Nancy P. Lanphear 
118. RenÃ© Vlak 
119. Marleen Janssen Groesbeek 
120. hans engelberts 
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121. Mario Brinkbaumer 
122. Mange Ram Adhana 
123. mattias bassotto 
124. Robertina Brajanoska 
125. Tamara 
126. Rebecca Davila 
127. Patrick Adcock 
128. Ursula Grattapaglia 
129. Carleton Stock 
130. Jan Paul Van Loo 
131. Borbiro Imre 
132. Angelika Hilbeck 
133. Jan Leyssens 
134. ricardo miranda braga 
135. Sociedade SinhÃ¡ Laurinha 
136. Rafael Henrique Zerbetto 
 
Note: To sign on to the Manifesto, please visit: 
     http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/peoples-sustainability-manifesto/ 
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